[image: image1.png]@ History




Ivey Center for the Cultural Approach to History

Lesson Plan Template

	Lesson Name

	The Indian Roots of American Geography


	Author(s)

	Jessica O’Keeffe


	Grades

	Subject
	Topic

	9-12
	Geography
	Geo-Political Evolution


	Overview/Summary:

	Students will analyze and understand the way in which a current map of America exhibits many remnants of Native American heritage.


	Unit Name
	Estimated Time Needed for Lesson

	American Geography
	75 minutes


	State/Common Core Standard, Grade Level & Description

	Standard Number
	
	Detailed description of each standard.

	Ga SSWG8a,c,d
	
	a. Describe the location of major physical features and their impact on Canada and the United States.
c.  Explain the reasons for the population distribution in Canada and the United States.
d.  Explain how the physical geography of Canada and the United States contributed to regional growth and development.

	Alabama Grade 9-12
Human Geography 7
	
	Describe patterns of settlement in different regions of the world

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7
	
	Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.




	NCSS Theme
	Description

	Theme Number
	Detailed description of each NCSS theme

	2
	TIME, CONTINUITY, and CHANGE: The historical experiences of societies, peoples and nations reveal patterns of continuity and change. Historical analysis enables us to identify continuities over time in core institutions, values, ideals, and traditions, as well as processes that lead to change within societies and institutions



	3
	PEOPLE, PLACES, and ENVIRONMENTS: Why do people decide to live where they do or move to other places? Why is location important?



	4
	INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT and IDENTITY: Why do individuals behave as they do? What influences how people learn, perceive, and grow? How do people meet their basic needs in a variety of contexts? 



	5
	INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, and INSTITUTIONS: The study of individuals, groups, and institutions, drawing upon sociology, anthropology, and other disciplines, prepares students to ask and answer questions such as: What is the role of institutions in this and other societies? 




	The Cultural Approach Category
	Description

	Category
	Detailed description of each Category that is a focus of this lesson.

	Economic
	The means by which a group of people survive

	Political
	The activities and interactions of nation-states

	Social
	The interactions within a group, including morals, traditions, language, and customs

	Intellectual
	Technological and educational phenomena


	Handouts/Materials/Textbook Pages/Web Links

	List all of the materials in the lesson.  List pages in textbooks and online links.

	All Grade Levels:

·   INDIAN TRAIL MAP
http://www.mountainstewards.org/indian_trails/system_graphics/hemperley.jpg
·   GEORGIA ROAD MAP
http://geology.com/cities-map/georgia.shtml
· TRIBAL NATION MAPS
http://www.aaanativearts.com/North_American_Indians_Map.jpg
http://static.squarespace.com/static/5075febfe4b0782fde5414d9/t/51bfdc65e4b00b62a84e8d0f/1371528293927/TRIBALINKSPACEMAPS_ChooseOptions_39x26.pdf
·   UNITED STATES
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a5/Map_of_USA_with_state_names.svg/2000px-Map_of_USA_with_state_names.svg.png
· INVASION OF AMERICA MAP

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJxrTzfG2bo
· STATES WITH NATIVE AMERICAN NAMES

http://www.americanindiansource.com/indianed/statesnames.html
· TRUE NAMES MAP

http://www.kalimedia.com/Atlas_of_True_Names_USA.html



	Image
	Description
	Citation 
	URL

	Indians by a River
	Various activities of Indians 
	Michael Green, The Politics of Indian Removal: Creek Government and Society in Crisis

	http://www.santapaulamurals.org/SPmural2a.jpg

	Indian Spear Fishing
	Spear fishing on the river bank
	Potawatomiheritage.org
	http://www.decodog.com/inven/natamer/nam28783.jpg



	Guiding Questions

	What should students know or understand at the completion of the unit or lesson?

	All Grade Levels:

· Students shall be able to understand how geography played an important role in the settlements of the American Natives, particularly pertaining to riverside villages
· Students shall recognize the way in which the Native language permeates the American landscape with respect to locations
· Students will be able to overlap a tribal Indian map of America with a modern map and see the remnants of the former in the latter


	Additional Questions:

· What major states and cities in America bear Indian names?
· What names of locations in the students’ immediate region are derived from the Creeks?
· What is the relationship between Muscogee, GA and Muskogee, OK?



	Indicators of Achievement

	List all of the important indicators of achievement (important people, places, and events) and vocabulary that students will need to know at the conclusion of the lesson.

	· Chattahoochee
· Creek/Muscogee
· Alabama
· Coweta
· Cusseta
· Cherokee
· Uchee
· Federal Road
· Eufaula
· Removal
· Indian Territory/Oklahoma



	Assessment Strategies

	Describe the assessments that will be used during the unit.

	Assessment of student comprehension will be performance-based. A rubric detailing the performance expectations is attached.


	Sparking Strategy/Warm-Up

	Sparking Strategy (Lesson introduction)

	Project the National Geographic Native placename website: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/04/departments/native-names-interactive Ask students to identify as many local places that derive their names from Native American origins. After that, ask students to list as many of the U.S. States that also derive their names from Native American sources. Ask the open-ended question, “why do native words permeate American geography?”


	Lesson Procedures

	In a numerical list provide a step by step outline of the lesson.  Include questions you will ask the students and material you will use.

	Outline (Steps also clarified in Guide Sheet)

	1. Explain the objective: 
a. Students will see how geography affected settlement among the native American nations such as the Creeks, particularly with respect to riverbank settlements.

b. Students will compare and contrast Native American maps with Current American maps, identifying the remnants of the former in the latter
2. Watch the “Invasion of America” show http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJxrTzfG2bo with the class as a whole and pause it periodically to discuss events that happened in the years indicated leading to further expansion.
a. 1830 Indian Removal Act
b. 1836 Creek War

c. 1849 Gold Rush

d. 1876 Gold In the Black Hills/Custer

3. Divide students into groups of three or four with the following instructions
a. Come up with a theory as to why Muscogee Indians were dubbed “creeks”
b. Make a list of the reasons why American Indians often settled next to Rivers and Creeks.
c. Place the native American trail map next to a current Georgia road map and analyze whether current roads bear any connection to Native American trails
4. Moderate a class discussion pertaining to the way in which native American language permeates the American landscape and why. 
5. Introduce the phenomenon of “Federal Reservations” and ask each student to give an opinion concerning the fairness of the institution
6. Ask the following critical thinking questions:
a. Should present-day American athletic teams use ethnic identities as mascots? Why?
b. Should the U.S. Federal government take any action to “repair” the injustices committed against the Creeks? Why?
c. Do the laws allowing Native Americans to run casinos on their lands ultimately hurt or harm the natives? Do they ultimately hurt or harm the non-Natives? Why?
d. Do native Americans deserve special privileges such as academic scholarships, net fishing rights, and control over all native artifacts unearthed by archaeologists?



	


	Differentiation

	Think about students’ skill levels, intelligences, and learning styles.

	Lecture, Map-Analysis, Video, Analysis of Images, Discussion and Debate; in a best-case scenario, invite a representative of the Creek nation to participate in the class.


	Summarizing Strategies/Synthesizing Activity

	The strategies to allow students to summarize what they learned in the lesson.

	With 6 minutes remaining in the session, go around the room and ask each student what “stood-out” from their participation in the lesson. Ask each to identify for him/her self how this lesson has impacted them personally.


	Evaluation

	On the day after the lesson, begin the class by asking students to reflect on the value of the lesson and to suggest changes or amendments to the way in which the lesson occurred.



6

