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Ivey Center for the Cultural Approach to History

Lesson Plan Template

	Lesson Name

	Jamestown: Moral Dilemmas of the Starving Time


	Author(s)

	Melanie Gouine and Gayla Childs


	Grades

	Subject
	Topic

	4
	Social Studies
	Jamestown – Starving Time


	Overview/Summary:

	Students will begin by looking at a diary entry written by John Smith 15 years after he left Jamestown and returned to England. Students will then use the Cultural Approach categories to try and identify with the colonists during the Starving Time of 1609-1610. Students will view primary resource photos and create observations and inferences based on those photos to try and determine the lengths the colonists went to in order to survive this difficult time. Students will play a board game as one of the colonists and face a series of moral dilemmas that will hopefully lead to survival. Lastly, students will be asked to debate one another in regards to just how far they would go to ensure their own safety. 


	Unit Name
	Estimated Time Needed for Lesson

	Jamestown
	Approximately 275-290 minutes


	State/Common Core Standard, Grade Level & Description

	Standard Number
	
	Detailed description of each standard.

	Common Core Standards 4th Grade
	4
	1. ELAGSE4RI1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

2. ELAGSE4RI3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.



	4th Grade GPS
	4
	1. SS4H3 The student will explain the factors that shaped British colonial America. 
a. Compare and contrast life in the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies. 

b. Describe colonial life in America as experienced by various people, including large landowners, farmers, artisans, women, indentured servants, slaves, and Native Americans. 




	NCSS Theme
	Description

	Theme Number
	Detailed description of each NCSS theme

	2
	Time, Continuity, and Change: Knowledge and understanding of the past enable us to analyze the causes and consequences of events and developments, and to place these in the context of the institutions, values and beliefs of the periods in which they took place.

	3
	People, Places, and Environments: The study of people, places, and environments enables us to understand the relationship between human populations and the physical world.

	4
	Individual Development and Identity: Personal identity is shaped by an individual’s culture, by groups, by institutional influences, and by lived experiences shared with people inside and outside the individual’s own culture throughout her or his development.

	7
	Production, Consumption, and Distribution: People have wants that often exceed the limited resources available to them.

	10
	Civic Ideals and Principles: Learning how to apply civic ideals as part of citizen action is essential to the exercise of democratic freedoms and the pursuit of the common good.


	The Cultural Approach Category
	Description

	Category
	Detailed description of each Category that is a focus of this lesson.

	Social
	Students will understand the social complications of the Starving Time. Relationships were severed and families were left broken. There are also elements of the social category through the difficult choices people had to make. 

	Political
	Students will understand the difficult task colonists were left with when their leader, John Smith, left them to head back to England. Who would take charge now? They will also understand the connection to the Powhatan Indians and the power they held over the colonists. 

	Intellectual
	Students will understand the intellectual component through the lack of strategy colonists had to help them survive. They will also see this component through the diary entry of John Smith and the moral dilemmas the colonists faced. 

	Religious
	Students will see this concept play out in the decisions the colonists had to face that went against their moral judgment. Students will decide for themselves how far is too far when it comes to survival.

	Economic
	Students will understand the economic component in the decision the colonists made through the Virginia Company to come to Virginia and the economic opportunities they thought it would offer.


	Handouts/Materials/Textbook Pages/Web Links

	List all of the materials in the lesson.  List pages in textbooks and online links.

	All Grade Levels:

· Captain John Smith diary entry
· Pencils  
· Cultural Approach paper plates

· Primary Resources
· Resource Handout #1

· Copy of Jane: Starvation, Cannibalism, and Endurance at Jamestown
· Optional: Female costume of 1609/1610 Jamestown teenager (Jane)

· Optional: Interview questions for Jane

· The Starving Time board game

· Moral Dilemmas Debate Rubric

· “Jane” article

· Dangerous scenarios



	Image
	Description
	Citation 
	URL
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	Winter of 1609-1610 Starving Time
	King, S. (n.d.). Fit for a Queen: The Legacy of Sidney E. King. Retrieved January 07, 2016, from http://www.librarypoint.org/sidney_king
	http://www.librarypoint.org/sidney_king
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	Starving Time: Powhatan Indians
	Love the Word: The Starving Times. (n.d.). Retrieved January 07, 2016, from http://revgregsmith.blogspot.com/2009/11/spirit-truth-my-article-in-southside.html
	http://revgregsmith.blogspot.com/2009/11/spirit-truth-my-article-in-southside.html


	Guiding Questions

	What should students know or understand at the completion of the unit or lesson?

	All Grade Levels:

· What qualities of Jamestown, Virginia convinced the colonists to settle?
· What was the original purpose of this journey?
· What was John Smith’s role in the survival of the Jamestown colony?
· How was life different for the colonists once John Smith departed for England?
· How did the relationship between the colonists and the Powhatan Indians evolve?
· What measures did the colonists take to survive?
· What moral dilemmas did the colonists face in order to survive?
· Where do you stand on the decisions the colonists made during the Starving Time?  




	Indicators of Achievement

	List all of the important indicators of achievement (important people, places, and events) and vocabulary that students will need to know at the conclusion of the lesson.

	·   Captain John Smith

·   Jamestown, Virginia

·   Cannibalism

·   Winter 1609-1610

·   Virginia Company

·   Archeology

·   Powhatan Indians

·   Moral dilemmas

·   Primary resources


	Lesson Breakdown

	Sparking Strategy/Warm-Up
	Approx.10 min.

	Captain John Smith Diary Entry Analysis
	Approx. 30 min.

	Cultural Approach Paper Plates
	Approx. 20 min.

	Turn and Talk Survival Strategies
	Approx. 20 min.

	Primary Resource Observations/Inferences
	Approx. 30 min.

	Jamestown Archeological Project Video “Jane”
	Approx. 30 min.

	Optional: Jane Living History
	Approx. 30 min.

	Starving Time Survivor Game
	Approx. 30-45 min.

	Moral Dilemmas Debate
	Approx. 75 min. 

	TOTAL
	275-290 min. 


	Sparking Strategy/Warm-Up

	Sparking Strategy (Lesson introduction)

	Students will be given a series of very dangerous scenarios. The scenarios will have two possible solutions. In pairs, students will discuss the solution they would choose. Allow each student within the pair to share their choice and the reasoning behind that choice.


	Lesson Procedures

	In a numerical list provide a step by step outline of the lesson.  Include questions you will ask the students and material you will use.

	Outline (Steps also clarified in Guide Sheet)

	1. Begin with diary entry of John Smith. Allow students to read the entry with a partner and attempt to answer the questions within the margins. The questions within the margins really work to guide the students through the entry so that we are not altering the original source, but allowing for it to be easily understood.
(Diary entry with questions can be purchased at https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/John-Smiths-Starving-Time-835778)

2. Set the stage by using the diary entry written by John Smith to give students a place and a time. Allow the students to use colored paper plates to determine the different elements of the Cultural Approach within the diary entry. Students can choose to discuss elements of the approach that may not be directly stated within the entry, but are implied with the knowledge we have of this time. For example, students may hold up the brown paper plate. When prompted, students will explain any economic connections they can make during this time and within the diary entry. Students may say, “I chose economics because the people that landed at Jamestown were looking to make money by discovering gold.”  They may hold up the red plate and, when prompted, may say, “I chose social because the colonists had a very difficult relationship with the Powhatan Indians. They were so afraid to leave the camp for fear of being killed.”

3. Students will first be asked to brainstorm what they would have done in order to survive. They will come up with possible avenues of survival and will turn and talk with a partner about the possibilities they have chosen. Ideas will then be shared as a whole group giving the teacher the opportunity to discuss the ideas and why they may/may not have worked. It is important that during this time teachers are only facilitating discussion and simply guiding students to formulate their own thoughts through a series of questions which will help to scaffold their understanding. 
4. Next, students will be given a series of primary resources and will begin to conclude what the colonists actually did to survive. Using a diagram, students will make some observations only about the artifacts first. Once the observations have been made, students can begin to make inferences about the artifacts. The first artifact is a photo that shows how the Powhatan Indians preyed on the colonists when they left the Jamestown camp. The second photo shows how the colonists first traded with the Powhatan Indians until the departure of John Smith. The third artifact is an article written about the archeological discovery of “Jane” at Jamestown and discusses the cannibalism that occurred during the Starving Time.
5. At this time, the teacher will discuss the Jamestown Archeological Project occurring currently in Jamestown, Virginia and the discovery of “Jane”. The teacher will use this information as a primary resource example of cannibalism within the colony. The teacher can use to show clips or the entire documentary of Jane: Starvation, Cannibalism, and Endurance at Jamestown.

6. OPTIONAL: Teacher will dress up as a 1607 “Jane” and have another teacher use interview questions to share about her life. Teacher will use information gathered through the archeological project and make some additional inferences to tell students what the Starving Time was like. Students will have an opportunity to ask questions during this time.

7. Students will work in groups to play a game which will require them to place themselves into the shoes of the colonists during the Starving Time. The game board will have winding roads that will lead them through all types of obstacles. They will be forced to make very difficult decisions. Many will find their fate to be extremely dismal with very few finding survival. Grouping of students is optional and can range from 2-5 per game board. The goal of the game is to try and make it through the Starving Time alive. Whoever makes it to the finish line first is the winner. The other players still on the board did not make it through the Starving Time alive. This helps the students understand the ratio of survivors to deaths.
(Board game can be purchased at https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Jamestown-Survives-board-game-2063814)

8. Moral Dilemmas: Teacher will discuss the meaning of a moral dilemma with their students. Teacher will ask, “How far would you go in order to survive?” The teacher will then pose several moral dilemmas the colonies were faced with and talk with the students about how far they feel is too far. The teacher will then have students face-off in a debate-style discussion. Students will go head –to-head in a debate discussing how far is too far. This will be used as the assessment piece for this lesson. Teacher will simply be a facilitator and, as needed, can interject things for the students to consider while debating with one another. Before debate occurs, teacher will provide students with a rubric to guide them during their discussions with one another to ensure the assessment is complete. 




	Differentiation

	Think about students’ skill levels, intelligences, and learning styles.

	This lesson will be differentiated in multiple ways. Firstly, the lesson was organized with different learning modalities in mind. Verbal, kinesthetic, visual, etc. students will be reached through the different components of this lesson. The number of observations and inferences that need to be made of the primary resources can be modified for different students. During the survival brainstorm, students can be paired with a peer helper to assist in the creation of ideas. 


	Summarizing Strategies/Synthesizing Activity

	The strategies to allow students to summarize what they learned in the lesson.

	After the debates, the teacher will wrap up the lesson with a discussion on moral dilemmas and the consideration that there is no “right” answer when it comes to making those hard decisions. The colonists had no idea what they were getting themselves into and simply did what they thought was right in the moment. Desperation can cause us to do things we never thought we would do. 

Optional: Teacher can have students create an essay in which they share an alternate strategy for survival. How would you have done things differently? A rubric should be created with students so clear expectations are set. 


	Assessment Strategies

	Describe the assessments that will be used during the unit.

	The teacher will pose a moral dilemma that was faced during the Starving Time and assign each student a position to defend. The assessment for this lesson will take place during the debate. Students will be given a rubric that will be created by the teacher and students. The students will consider the elements that need to be included and debate the topic with one another. The teacher will make observations and anecdotal notes during the debates and comprise a grade based off completion of rubric requirements.

	Citations (as needed)

	Vergano, D. (2013). Jamestown cannibalism confirmed by skull from 'Jane' Retrieved January 07, 2016, from http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/05/01/jamestown-cannibalism/2126421/
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