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Ivey Center for the Cultural Approach to History

Lesson Plan Template

	Lesson Name

	Iran Hostage Crisis


	Author(s)

	Maria Kane, Alicia Stonbraker, and Lauren Kiser


	Grades

	Subject
	Topic

	9th
	World History
	The Presidency of Jimmy Carter


	Overview/Summary:

	To evaluate the presidency of Jimmy Carter and how he handled major political events during the late 1970s.


	Unit Name
	Estimated Time Needed for Lesson

	Major Events of the 1970s
	1 90 minute class period


	State/Common Core Standard, Grade Level & Description

	Standard Number
	
	Detailed description of each standard.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	9th Grade Alabama Course of Study 
	
	ACOS: 9-16 
16.) Describe the role of nationalism, militarism, and civil war in today's world, including the use of terrorism and modern weapons at the close of the twentieth and the beginning of the twenty-first centuries.

•  Describing the collapse of the Soviet Empire and Russia's struggle for democracy, free markets, and economic recovery and the roles of Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan, and Boris Yeltsin

Examples: economic failures, demands for national and human rights, resistance from Eastern Europe, reunification of Germany

•  Describing effects of internal conflict, nationalism, and enmity in South Africa, Northern Ireland, Chile, the Middle East, Somalia and Rwanda, Cambodia, and the Balkans

•  Characterizing the War on Terrorism, including the significance of the Iran Hostage Crisis; the Gulf Wars; the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

•  Depicting geographic locations of major world events from 1945 to the present

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	NCSS Theme
	Description

	Theme Number
	Detailed description of each NCSS theme

	Era 9 Standard II
	The search for community, stability, and peace in an interdependent world. 

	
	

	
	

	
	


	The Cultural Approach Category
	Description

	Category
	Detailed description of each Category that is a focus of this lesson.

	Intellectual
	1.In this lesson under the category of intellectual, students will learn about our technology and how it compares to a Middle Eastern country. 
2.Also the history of our relationship with the Middle East and trying to move that relationship forward in post-WWII.

	Political
	1.The U.S. interference in the return of Shah Pahlavi and our continued support of his government in Iran.  
2. Ayatollah Khomeini gives Islamic revolutionaries permission to attack the U.S. embassy in Iran.

	Aesthetic
	1. The U.S. wanted to have friendly relations with an Islamic leader. 
2. Cultural Conflict-U.S. influence in Iran bough Western materialism that challenged traditional Islamic values.



	Religious
	Comparing and contrasting the difference in Christianity and Islam. 

	Economic
	1.Western oil companies purchased oil from Iran.
2. Western oil companies modernized Tehran.

	Social
	1.Iran Hostage Crisis-more than 60 Americans were taken hostage and most were held for 444 days.
2. Christian Culture versus Islamic Culture


	Handouts/Materials/Textbook Pages/Web Links

	List all of the materials in the lesson.  List pages in textbooks and online links.

	All Grade Levels:

· Holt McDougal Modern World History Textbook-page 552.   

· Primary Sources: Diary of Robert C. Ode, Photograph of American Hostages, Iranian Propaganda, President Carter’s letter to Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran Students Seize U.S. Embassy, Want the Shah Returned for Trial, by Reuters, 1979

·   Group planning graphic organizer


	

	

	

	Additional Sources:
·   Exit Slip
·   Bell ringer



	Image
	Description
	Citation 
	URL

	Iranian Propaganda
	“Khomeini, Let my People Go”
Uncle Sam holding Khomeini by his shah.
	Library of Congress
	http://www.loc.gov/item/96506455/#about-this-item

	Diary Entry
	Diary of Robert C. Ode, who was a hostage during the crisis.
	Jim Carter Presidential Library and Museum
	http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/documents/r_ode/

	Letter
	President Carter’s letter to Ayatollah Khomeini
	National Archives
	https://research.archives.gov/id/593939

	Photograph
	American Hostages taken at U.S. Embassy in Iran
	CNN
	http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/15/world/meast/iran-hostage-crisis-fast-facts/index.html

	Iran Students Seize U.S. Embassy, Want the Shah Returned for Trial, by Reuters, 1979
	An article about the events in Iran. 
	Digital History
	http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=1173

	Photograph
	Iranian students burning American flag. 
	Corbis Images
	http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/BE077345/iranian-demonstrators-burning-american-flag-on-us

	
	
	
	


	Guiding Questions

	What should students know or understand at the completion of the unit or lesson?

	All Grade Levels:

·  How did the U.S. support for the Shah hurt our relationship with Iran?
·   What is a Shah? What religion is Iran? 
·   How did the oil industry affect our relationship with Iran? 


	Additional Questions:

·   Why was the U.S. trying to form a relationship with Iran or the Middle East?
·   How did President Carter handle the hostage Crisis?
·   Why did the Iranian students attack the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran?



	Indicators of Achievement

	List all of the important indicators of achievement (important people, places, and events) and vocabulary that students will need to know at the conclusion of the lesson.

	·   Iran Hostage Crisis
·   Shah Pahlavi
·   Ayatollah Khomeini
·   Jimmy Carter
· Islam
· Foreign Relations

· Materialism



	Assessment Strategies

	Describe the assessments that will be used during the unit.

	-Collaborative Conversations
-Speech

-Exit Slip

-Bell Ringer


	Teaching Strategies

	5 min
	Bell ringer
Informal teacher led review of previous days material. 


	15 min
	Primary Sources and Secondary source Analysis – Position
	10 min
	Whole Class discussion

	5 min
	
	
	
	
	

	 10 min
	Students will view the beginning of Argo to see the hostage crisis. 

Explain collaborative group work and get in groups.
	10-15 min
15 min
	Development

Position Sharing
	10 min
	Exit Slip

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Describe all of the teaching strategies that you will be using in this lesson.  In the squares calculate the percentage of the lesson that the strategy will take.  For example in an hour lesson, lecture should take no more than 25% (15 min) of the lesson.

	5 min
	
	


	Sparking Strategy/Warm-Up

	Sparking Strategy (Lesson introduction)

	Show students a picture of Iranian students burning the American Flag. Tell them to take 1 minute and look at the picture. Ask students what they see in the picture? Who do you think the people are? Why do you think they are burning an American flag? How does that make you feel?


	Lesson Procedures

	In a numerical list provide a step by step outline of the lesson.  Include questions you will ask the students and material you will use.

	Outline (Steps also clarified in Guide Sheet)

	1. Begin the lesson with the bell ringer. Allow students time to view portions of a photo of Iranian students taking Americans hostage.  Once they have viewed small portions, begin asking leading questions, based on context clues, such as: What is going on here?  Who does this look like, etc.  Once that is done, students will continue observing larger pieces of the photos, while analyzing its meaning as well.  Please see the template from the Cultural Approach Website.
· Review the previous day’s lesson. Ask students what they remembered about President Carter that was already taught. To be more specific, when did Carter win the presidency, what year, what party, who did he run against, what was his foreign, domestic policy, his Georgia connection, fuel shortages, Camp David Accords. Remind the students that you have visited his home in Plains, Georgia and his Christian values and how this affected his policies.
2. Tell students that today they are going to learn about the Iran Hostage Crisis, which occurred in 1979, during Carter’s presidency. Tell them who the Shah was and why we supported him over Khomeini. Tell them that Iranian students attacked the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran, the capital. Tell them more than 60 people were taken hostage and most were held for 444 days. 
· Next, tell students they are going to view the beginning of the movie, Argo so they can see the attack on the U.S. embassy. Briefly explain what the movie is about.
3. Play the movie for the students. Stop the movie after 10 minutes before it goes to the state department. 
Have a quick discussion with students. How did it make you feel to see people burn a U.S. flag, to take Americans hostage, and to see a country hate Americans.
4.Tell students that now they are going to be President Carter and they must decide how        

to free the hostages. Tell them that they will be put into groups and in their groups they              

will be given primary sources to analyze to help them make a decision. Each group will 

get a “situation folder” and a graphic organizer. 
· As they look at each document, they are to answer the questions. The groups have 15 minutes to look at the documents and answer the questions. 
5. Tell students their groups, how much time they have to work on it, and that you will be walking around, if anyone has questions. 
6. As you walk around and notice groups are done, tell them that their group must decide how they would solve the crisis situation. Each group must produce a written speech that one individual from each group will present to the class. They will write a 3 minute speech, as if they are Jimmy Carter presenting their solution to Congress. The speech must include your position through logical reasoning, debunk your opponents, and summarize the long term benefits to the country. 

· Allow students 10 minutes to write their speeches. Monitor students to make sure they are on task and see if they have questions. 
7. After 10 minutes, tell students it is time to present. Tell students the group order of their speeches and remind students of the proper behavior during group presentations. 

· Students will then present their speeches. Ask questions as needed and discuss each group’s plan with the class. 

8. After all groups have presented, lead a whole class discussion about the hostage crisis, the primary source, and group solutions. (Whose was the best)

· Then tell students how the hostages were freed and how President Carter handled the Crisis. 

· Ask students how they evaluate Carter’s handling of the crisis. Maybe provide some more facts such as Carter sending delegates to meet with Khomeini, who refused and the Desert One attempt. 

9. Exit Slip-Tell students that the will complete an exit slip to given to you before they leave class. Your exit slip should include: Do you think President Carter did a good job dealing with the Iran Hostage Crisis, why or why not. If you don’t think that he did, what do you think he should’ve done differently? 



	Differentiation

	Think about students’ skill levels, intelligences, and learning styles.

	-Honors or more advanced students will work alone rather than in groups to write their speeches.
-For inclusion students, you could allow them more time to analyze the documents and have them do a Socratic discussion instead of a speech. 


	Summarizing Strategies/Synthesizing Activity

	The strategies to allow students to summarize what they learned in the lesson.

	They will summarize what they have learned with the class discussion and the exit slip, where they evaluate Carter and the Iran Hostage Crisis. 


	Evaluation

	·   Graphic Organizer
·   Speech
·   Exit Slip



	Citations (as needed)

	Holt McDougal World History Textbook
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