Source 1 - Double Lynching - An extract from the Savannah Tribune -  June 6th 1896
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A DOUIZc Y NOCHING.

o Mo at <Columbus, Ga., Does
. IZloocdy Worl.

At 10:45 o’clock, Mohaday morning,
o scene unparalleled in_ thé history of
Georgia was énacted in the city of
Columbus. At that hour a mob of
fully 600 armed men broke into the
Webster building during the trial of
Jesse Slayton, charged with assaulting
AIrs. Howard Bryan last week and
took the prisoner from the officers.
Slayton was carried to the building at
an early hour by a strong guard of
men and the, trinl had already begun
behind locked doors and a heavy arm-
ed guard of men to protect the pris-
oner from any demonstration of vio-
lence.

The mob rushed down upon the
building, forced the doors and with
resistless rush swept back the specta-
tors and guards and seized and carried
the negro out_ on the street. Xesist-
ance was ntterly useless.

A rope was placed around Slayton’s
neck and he was dragged up Broad
street, the crowd shooting him 2s they
went. Near the bell tower they swang
the nmegro up and perforated him with
bullets.

After this the mob, as coolly and de-
liberately as in the first instance, went
immediately to the court house and,
overpowering the jailer, took Will
Dliles, a negro charged with assaulting
DMMrs.. Albright, two years ago, and
marched him slowly to where Slay-
ton’s lifeless body was hanging from a
tree. 'Fhe trembling begro was made

 to look upon the fate of his brother
victim, and then a rope was placed
mhbout his neck snd he Was slewhy she-
pended in the air and his body perfor-
ated with shot.

.  Right in tho_heart of tho city fot
three and a half hours, riddled with
bullets the two bodies swung from one
of Broad street’s shade trces. It was
a gory spoctacle—below the two swing-
ing, horrible bodies, filled with Ieaden
missives of death, was an oxcited
crowd shouting in wild exultation.

Slayton’s gory body was placarded
as follows: <“All cases of this kind
shall be treated likewise.””

Niles” body <was adorned with the
following legend: *“‘Both cousins. Thie
one convicted twice; mistrinl once.
Father hung for same offense.>

Coroner Martin finally cut them
down and held an inquest. The ver-
dict rendered by both juries was to
the effect that both persons came to
their death at the hands of parties un-
Enown.

The military was in readiness to
protect Slayton but was not out be-
cause it was agrecd Sunday, after a
conference with civil authorities, that
their presence would not be needed,no

lynching being anticipated, ns the ne-

' gro bad bcen unmolested so far as his
trial was tOo take place immediately.





